
Gheorghe Marian Cristescu
Gheorghe Marian Cristescu began his adventure with the hotel industry over 25 years ago. He gained professional experience in Polish and international hotel chains, such as Radisson, Accor Hotels, and Best Western. As a director for Poland and the Baltic States within the structures of Best Western International, he started a new trend in spreading franchise agreements with hotels.
In 2016, G. M. Cristescu took the position of President of the Board of Polski Holding Hotelowy (previously Chopin Airport Development), whose aim is to consolidate the management of hotel facilities owned by the State Treasury. After 6 years of managing the company, President Cristescu built the largest hotel company in the country, within Polish capital. The PHH Group currently has over  50 properties with nearly 6000 rooms. Polski Holding Hotelowy is a leader with the greatest multibranding experience, which has been cooperating as a franchisee for many years with leading global hotel chains, such as Marriott International, Hilton International, Best Western Hotels & Resorts, InterContinental Hotels Group, Louvre Hotels Group and Accor. Moreover, PHH is the most significant Marriott partner in this part of Europe, receiving the Partnership Circle Award as the most valuable business partner among owners and franchise partners in Europe in 2019.
Gheorghe Marian Cristescu from 2017 to 2019, was the chairman of the Social Tourism Council at the Minister of Sport and Tourism, and from February 2022 he was the deputy chairman of the Council of Tourism Experts at the Minister of Sport and Tourism. In 2020, Gheorghe Marian Cristescu was awarded the Grand Prix of MT Targi Polska for his long-standing, helpful cooperation and support for the tourism industry, and was distinguished with an honorary badge for his outstanding contributions to the Polish Chamber of Tourism. In 2019, he was awarded the Bronze Cross of Merit by the President of Poland - Andrzej Duda, and received the honor badge  "For merits for tourism" awarded by the Ministry of Sport and Tourism. President Cristescu has been awarded three times the special award "Man of the Year" by the magazine "Hotelarz" in 2012, 2018 and 2020, while in 2021 he was honored with the Hotelier of the Decade award. In 2022, President Cristescu received a commemorative medal of the 100th anniversary of the Polish Olympic Committee for the involvement of PHH in cooperation for the Polish Olympic Committee.
Moreover, the President of PHH remains at the top of the list of "100 most influential people in Polish tourism" of the Wasza Turystyka magazine every year, winning the second place in this ranking in 2021 and 2022.
